MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN UPDATE

“A sustainable, vibrant, and diversified community with opportunities for all”.
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MUNICIPAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN UPDATE
Project Timeline
Phase 1
May 2018

Background
Tasks &
Baseline
Survey

Phase 2

Jun-Aug 2018

Review Items

Phase 3
Jun 2018

Open House
Consultation

Phase 4

Jul-Sep 2018

Consultation
Input & Draft
Policies

Phase 5
Oct 2018

Open House
Consultation

Phase 6

Nov-Dec 2018

MDP BYLAW
Approval

What is the Municipal Development Plan?
The County of Vermilion River Municipal Development Plan is a long-term strategic plan for managing regional
growth and development. The Municipal Development Plan provides a comprehensive long-term land use policy
framework for managing growth and development within the County over the next 30 years. This document will
describe a vision and goals for the future of the County and includes objectives and policies for how the County will
achieve that vision through sustainable land use decisions and development management that supports the County’s
mission of creating “A sustainable, vibrant, and diversified community with opportunities for all”.
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COUNTY OF VERMILION RIVER PLANNING OVERVIEW
How do the plans work?

Effective land use decisions that support sustainable growth require plans and the planning process to operate at different geographic levels: Provincial, Regional, Intermunicipal,
and Municipal.
At the Provincial level is the Municipal Government Act (MGA), which empowers municipalities to make land use decisions. This document also requires that all municipalities in
Alberta have statutory plans to regulate land use. In addition, the MGA establishes that statutory plans must be in alignment with the Alberta Land Stewardship Act (ALSA)
regional plans and be consistent with each other.
Regional Plans outline regional growth management strategies as established in the ALSA. The Province of Alberta is pursuing the development of a series of regional plans as
part of the Provincial Land Use Strategy. The County of Vermilion River is within the North Saskatchewan Regional Plan currently under way. The County of Vermilion River
Regional Growth Management Strategy provides recommendations and strategy options for sustainable growth and development within the County.
Intermunicipal Development Plan (IDP) is a statutory document developed between neighbouring municipalities and has a set boundary. The document outlines future land
uses, policies, and objectives agreed upon by the municipalities involved. The Plan helps establish policies for cooperation, subdivision, development, and land uses within the
boundary area.
The Municipal Development Plan (MDP) provides long-term strategic guidance on where and what type of development is expected to occur. The MDP identifies specific land
use and servicing policies to strategically guide land development, population growth, and economic growth and protect environmentally-sensitive areas. The MDP provides the
policy basis for subdivisions of land, Area Structure Plans, the Land Use Bylaw, and relevant policies and procedures.
Area Structure Plans (ASPs) provide specific direction on how an area is to develop, identifying the specific mix and density of land uses, utility services, as well as layout of
streets, blocks, and lots needed to create a well-designed and successful community, business, commercial, or industrial area.
A Land Use Bylaw (LUB) is a statutory document that provides specific regulations regarding what uses will be permitted on a site and guides where and how development will
occur on a parcel of land as well as how decisions on development are made. In addition, the Land Use Bylaw provides specific guidelines related to where buildings will be
located, how the area must look, and how the overall area must function once it is developed. These provisions may include things like where fencing and green spaces are
required, how tall buildings can be, the location of garages, landscaping, parking requirements, the character/appearance of buildings and homes, and much more.
The General Municipal Servicing Standards (GMSS) is a living document that provides reinforcement to and incorporation of the standard policies and procedures established by
the County of Vermilion River. The GMSS are intended to provide specific guidelines to assist the County and Developer in the design, preparation and submission of plans and
specifications for construction of municipal improvements and systems (roads, water distribution system, low-pressure/gravity sewer system, and storm water management
facilities) that will meet the servicing requirements for commercial, industrial, and residential subdivision development within the County.
The County of Vermilion River has other policies and regulations that guide development within its boundary including a Functional Storm Water Drainage Plan for several basins,
a Master Storm Water Management Plan, and a Transportation Master Plan. The aforementioned documents, plans, and policies are available at the Planning & Development
section of the County’s website www.vermilion-river.com.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
What is happening?

County Council and Administration have been working diligently over the last year, 2017, monitoring the legislative changes by the province and federal governments and
reviewing the County’s statutory and regulatory documents for consistency and new focus areas. The province has provided municipalities a deadline of 1 April 2020 to have all
required statutory documents in place and update regulatory documents to compliance with provincial legislation and regional plans.
There is still work to do as the plan is fine-tuned over the coming months: we are looking to update the MDP development policy framework regarding land use and future
development and subdivision of land within the County. The plan will address the requirements under Section 632 of the Municipal Government Act.
We are seeking public input through this Open House session, with a goal that a draft document might be prepared during the fall of this year, 2018.

What is a Municipal Development Plan (MDP)?
A Municipal Development Plan or MDP is a statutory document that provides long-term strategic guidance on where and what type of development is expected to occur. The
MDP identifies specific land use and servicing policies to strategically guide land development, population growth, and economic growth and protect environmentally-sensitive
areas. The MDP provides the policy basis for subdivisions of land, Area Structure Plans, the Land Use Bylaw, and relevant policies and procedures.

What is the purpose of a Municipal Development Plan?
The purpose of County’s Municipal Development Plan is to establish a clear 30-year vision for land use and development within the County and serve as a roadmap for evaluating
development proposals by providing a policy framework for implementing the community’s vision and an evaluation framework for measuring how successfully the plan has
been implemented.
Through the implementation of this Plan, The County of Vermilion River seeks to harness the optimism and creativity of the County Council and residents, and articulate these
ideas as goals and objectives for future development in order to provide economically, socially, and environmentally responsible lifestyle options for existing residents and the
community well into the future.

Who Does it Affect?
The Municipal Development Plan affects all landowners and residents within the County of Vermilion River. The MDP provides the landowners with appropriate land uses and
development options for their land, based on their proximity to existing residential, industrial, agricultural, or commercial uses; environmental features; and proximity to major
transportation routes. The MDP helps ensure that future development will work alongside established land uses.
Additional information and updates on the MDP update are available at the Planning & Development section of the County’s website www.vermilion-river.com.

County of Vermilion River
Municipal Development Plan Open House
Alberta, Canada
June 18 and 20, 2018

