WELCOME TO SUMMER!
Published: June 1, 2020

UPCOMING OFFICE CLOSURES
July 1: Canada Day
Aug 3: Heritage Day
Sept 7: Labour Day
Office Open Monday—Friday
8:30 am — 4:30 pm
Ph: (780) 846.2244 or
(780) 853.5492
office@county24.com
After Hours Emergency Phone
(780) 846.2929


At the time of publishing, our offices
are closed to in-person public
access due to the COVID-19
pandemic. For your safety &
convenience, please contact our
office via phone or email for
assistance.

We would love to hear from you on
topics you would like to see. We
publish 4 times each year—March,
June, Sept, and Dec (information
due month prior).
SAVE A TREE! If you are receiving
duplicate paper copies, please let
us know and we will adjust our
mailing.
Contact: Jolene Fraser
Community Development Coordinator
E: jfraser@county24.com
T: (780) 846.2244

There are a few reminders and bits of information that are
especially important in the summer. Here are the highlights,
but please read through the newsletter to get all the details
you need on these topics plus more!
1. FIRE BANS must be monitored—you can get the most up
to date information by checking our website or Facebook
and Twitter. Any fire ban will apply to the entire County, so
even if your area gets a bit of rain and the rest of CVR
does not—the bans will remain in place.
2. ROADSIDE HAYING & MOWING—our program has
changed slightly and we now require all roadside haying
to be completed by JULY 15 (hay cut, baled and bales
removed). See Page 9 for specific details.
3. TAXES are due September 30, 2020. Your Combined
Assessment and Tax Notice was mailed in mid-June, so
please monitor your mail and open that CVR envelope!
Full payment details and processes can be found on
Page 3.
FEELING RISKY?
We like living on the edge too, but paying your taxes at the
deadline is not the time to be taking risks!
Let us help you avoid a Tax Penalty! Three ways to be a step
ahead . . .
USING ONLINE BANKING: if you wait until the evening of Sept 30 to
make your payment, it is very likely that your bank will not process
it until the next day
= you are late + you get an 8% penalty!
USING ONLINE BANKING: ensure you are paying your County
TAXES account, if you choose the wrong account
= you are late + you get an 8% penalty!
USING SNAIL MAIL: Did you know that many local postal
outlets don’t even stamp envelopes here - they are shipped to
Edmonton for processing? If you wait until Sept 30 to mail, it is best
to go into the postal outlet and ask for them to postmark it. The
postmark on the envelope is the payment date, so if you miss the
drop off time or it gets processed in Edmonton on the next day
= you are late + you get an 8% penalty!
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Greetings from the CAO
As with all of our residents in the County of Vermilion
River during this time of COVID-19 Pandemic, we have
had to learn to adjust. Our doors to the County office
have been closed to the public since March 17. We
have had to find innovative ways to ensure we conduct
business as usual and it is our desire to see the office
reopen to the public as soon as possible.
With all that we have faced in these complicated times,
it is important we move forward implementing
precautions and ensure we follow the guidelines of the
Province of Alberta’s Minister of Health. I have been
impressed by the CVR staff’s ability to provide seamless
service while working in modified arrangements. As the
Province moves through the phases to reopening,
changes being made in the County office are for the
protection of staff and residents. Protective shields and
physical distancing signage will be installed, as well as
limited numbers of people in the office when the doors
are open to the public.
Council will continue to conduct its Regular Meetings
and Policy and Priorities Committee Meetings through
Zoom webinars. We encourage residents to register (see
the link on our webpage) to attend these meetings. It is
encouraging to note some residents have adjusted to
virtual council meetings and are participating and
joining in.
Fall and spring weather have also brought unusual issues
for farmers and County staff to deal with. With harvest
wrapping up in spring instead of fall, there have been
both harvest and seeding equipment on the roads. Add
to the increased traffic, the water runoff and flooding
and you have a formula for roads that have required
high maintenance throughout the County. CVR Public
Works staff have been diligently working to provide the
best coverage and appreciate working with patient
residents.
The Ag Services Department notes challenges with
beaver dams have compounded flooding issues for
landowners. Residents are invited to visit the CVR
website to obtain contact information for local trappers
to assist in the removal of beavers on their land.

COUNCIL
 Due to COVID-19 Pandemic, Council has met via ZOOM
Webinar. The public is invited to join the webinars through
registration links found on the County’s website.
 Reeve D. Swyripa signed a proclamation of Seniors’ Week
in the County from June 1-7, 2020. Although Seniors’
events have been cancelled due to the pandemic,
Reeve Swyripa encouraged all to contact seniors to show
your appreciation and encourage them during this time.
ADMINISTRATION & FINANCE
 Council approved the request to purchase 12
Chromebooks to enhance educational opportunities at
St. Jerome’s Catholic School up to $5,000. This purchase is
to be funded from the Cash in Lieu of School Reserve.
PUBLIC WORKS
 Gravel Hauling Services tender was awarded.
 Flooding and spring road conditions continue to be
addressed.
AGRICULTURE & ENVIRONMENT
 2020 Weed and Pest Inspectors were appointed by
Council.
 Issues with beaver population throughout the County
have been looked at and information regarding contact
information for local trappers has been posted on the
County website.
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT
 Intermunicipal Development Plans, Intermunicipal
Collaboration Framework and Recreation Levy bylaws
were completed and passed for several communities.
NATURAL GAS UTILITY
 2020 Amended Gas Utility Budget Package was approved
by Council.
PROTECTIVE SERVICES
 Council requested an exemption of Section 25.15 of the
Peace Officer Program Policy and Procedures manual to
authorise the County of Vermilion River’s Peace Officers to
conduct traffic enforcement on primary highways.

COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE

Thanks should also be mentioned to the farmers who
participated in the modified delivery of strychnine for
the control of Richardson ground squirrels.

Meetings begin at 9:00 am MST.
Policy and Priority Committee meetings will be
June 18 and Sept 16.

TUESDAY JUNE 23

The CVR has a bright, busy future ahead with exciting
developments being discussed. Should you have any
concerns or compliments, please let us know via
office@county24.com. Wishing all a warm, healthy and
productive summer.

TUESDAY JULY 21
TUESDAY AUG 18

Harold Northcott, CLGM
Chief Administrative Officer

TUESDAY SEPT 8
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This is a tentative
schedule * Any changes
to meetings are posted
on our website on the
Events Calendar.

PENALTIES: All taxes remaining unpaid after the due
date of SEPT 30, 2020 will have a penalty of 8% imposed
the day after the due date.
A further 12% penalty will be imposed on outstanding
balances not paid by Jan 15, 2021.

PAYMENT OPTIONS: Payable to the County of Vermilion River by cheque, bank draft, or money order (payable
in Canadian funds). A drop box is available at the County office for after-hour payments (no cash please).
Payments can also be made through internet banking and telebanking at most major banks. The County also
offers OPTION PAY - an online credit card payment system (additional fees apply). If you have signed onto
the COUNTY Pre-Authorization Payment plan, you will not need to pay your taxes separately.
TIPS ON READING YOUR ASSESSMENT & EFFICIENT PAYMENT OF YOUR TAXES:
1.

FOR ONLINE PAYMENTS: Please ensure you are using the correct billing payee
and that you are paying County TAXES not County gas or water bill. Each bank
is different, but it is likely you can find us by searching for Vermilion River.

2.

FOR ONLINE PAYMENTS: Your ROLL # will be the payee account number. You
will have a different Roll # for every property you own so it is best for tracking
payments that you set up an online payee for each Roll # you may have and
make separate payments for each one.

3.

The Amount you need to pay is found in the AMOUNT DUE box, as long as you are paying before the deadline of Sept 30.

4.

FOR MAILED PAYMENTS: The Postmark will determine date of payment for anything that is mailed

FOR ANY QUESTIONS REGARDING YOUR ASSESSMENT CONTACT OUR ASSESSOR: TANMAR CONSULTING 1-855-417-5191.
PRE-AUTHORIZED PAYMENT PLANS

Mill Rates

Municipal

School-Public/Separate

2019

2020

2019

2020

Residential-General
Residential-Blackfoot
Residential– Clandonald
Residential– Islay
Residential- McLaughlin
Residential– Rivercourse

2.3413
5.4654
6.9540
6.3569
4.0517
7.1252

2.6855
6.6601
7.2553
7.2583
4.9070
8.3777

2.6466
2.6466
2.6466
2.6466
2.6466
2.6466

2.6286
2.6286
2.6286
2.6286
2.6286
2.6286

Residential - Streamstown

6.3904

7.4017

2.6466

2.6286

Residential- Tulliby Lake

4.3560

4.9157

2.6466

2.6286

Division 5 Res-Multi Lot

2.6429

2.8392

2.6466

2.6286

Farmland
Commercial

13.6887
13.8648

14.8936
14.9312

2.6466
3.8845

2.6286
3.8437

Commercial - Small Business 12.4378

13.4042

3.8845

3.8437

Non Residential M&E
General Recreation
Vermilion Recreation

13.8648
0.2015
0.4315

14.9312
0.2142
0.4344

N/A
N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A
N/A

Marwayne Recreation

0.2070

0.2194

N/A

N/A

3 Cities Recreation
Dewberry Recreation
General Fire
Waste Management
Library
Farmland minimum

0.1962
0.4114
0.3869
0.2527
0.0324
30.00

0.2093
0.4226
0.3471
0.2221
0.0349
30.00

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Residential/Non-residential
150.00
minimum

150.00

N/A

N/A

If you are interested in signing up for the PreAuthorized Payment Plan for your 2021 Taxes,
you must register from July 1 to Sept 30 so that
you can be activated for October 1 (new tax
year).
Contact the Tax Clerk at the office or download
the registration form: https://vermilionriver.com/living_here/your_property/
taxes_and_assessment.html

THE COUNTY ACCEPTS
CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS!
For a small fee, Option Pay will provide
residents with another convenient
method of payment for water bills, gas
bills, taxes, development fees, county
maps and more.
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PUBLIC WORKS

SUMMER HAS FINALLY ARRIVED!
OUR TEAM IS BUSY IMPLEMENTING ALL OF OUR SUMMER PROGRAMS

SUMMER PROGRAMS
ROAD PROJECTS

1) Dust Control: Sign up runs until June 30.
Contact the Public Works team if you are
interested.

Crews will be working on several projects
throughout the County this summer. Please slow
down and obey all posted signage.

2) Summer Gravelling: Has started and will
continue throughout the summer.

Monitor our website, Facebook, and Twitter for up
-to-date information on projects and road
conditions.

3) Road Patching/Repairs: Hand patching and
repairs are underway.

BF 1601—RR 21 & BATTLE RIVER
BF 8646—TWP 540 & RR 35
BRIDGE REPAIRS

UTILITY E-BILLING
CREW 1: TWP 492—HWY 17 TO RR 14

Our utility team is in the process of implementing
utility e-billing. You will soon be able to receive
your utility bill via email. Please keep an eye on
your next utility bill for the e-billing sign up sheet.

CREW 2: TWP 520—HWY 897 TO RR 35A
ROAD REHAB

*BEGINNING JUNE 1

9 SECTIONS OF ROAD ARE INCLUDED IN
THE 2020 LOCAL ROAD PAVING
PROGRAM. WORK WILL BEGIN IN JULY.
RR 13—TWP 514 TO RR13A
CONTRACT
PAVING

RR 14—TRACKS TO TWP 502
RR 15—HWY 16 NORTH 1 KM
RR 20—HWY 16 TO HWY 619 (PATCHES)
RR 20—HWY 619 TO TWP 474 (PATCHES)
RR 21—HWY 16 TO BLACKFOOT
RR 23—HWY 16 TO TWP 500

KEEP IN MIND

TWP 504—RR 12 TO HAWKSTONE ESTATES
TWP 514—RR 13 TO HWY 17

CONTRACT

Permits are required for all vehicles registered
for 22,500kg or greater. Please contact our
Public Works team at 780.846.3309 for more
information.

CHIP SEAL WORK WILL BEGIN LATER IN
THE SUMMER. MONITOR THE WEBSITE
FOR UPDATES

CHIP SEAL

Effective June 1 and for the rest of the
summer, routine watering restrictions
will be implemented within all hamlets.
The restrictions will allow for consistent
water usage for all residents during the
summer.
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HOUSE NUMBER

WATERING DAY

Even Number

Even Day

Odd Number

Odd Day

ENFORCEMENT
SERVICES
DOG CONTROL
The County of Vermilion River wants to ensure that all residents,
including their pets, are safe. We encourage dog owners to know
the rules and follow them to protect your pet. Please refer to our
Dog Control Bylaw (available on our website) which outlines the
regulations of keeping dogs in the County.
Enforcement Services receives many dog control concerns but
usually receives calls about dogs at large and excessive barking.

Dogs at Large
It is great to live in the country and provide space for your dog to
run around, but as a responsible pet owner you are required to
keep your dog on your property. Running at large means the dog
is not:
 On its owner’s property
 On other property with the consent of the owner or occupant
 Securely leashed and in the custody of someone able to
control it.
Letting your pet run loose can cause a number of problems and
concerns:
 Roaming dogs may wander onto neighbouring properties.
While you may know that your dog is friendly your neighbours
might not. Unknown dogs can also cause stress for any
animals your neighbours may have.
 At large dogs may also wander onto the roads and chase
vehicles or people walking or on bicycles.
 Individuals are less likely to be bitten and/or attacked by
animals that are leashed or confined and closely supervised
by their caretakers.
 Dogs running at large can be injured or killed by cars,
subjected to abuse, or get hurt by other animals.

Excessive Barking
Responsible dog owners ensure barking dogs do not become a
nuisance to neighbours.
 Sometimes a dog left outside can bark and annoy neighbours.
This barking can last long after the supposed danger has
gone.
 Not all dogs feel comfortable when left outside at night. Night
barking may begin with a passerby or a wandering animal but
then escalate to barking at every shadow. Dogs engaging in
excessive barking at night should be brought indoors.
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FIRE BANS

PROTECTIVE
SERVICES

Fire bans restrict burning for the safety of residents
and the community. Depending on weather and
environmental conditions, the County may issue a
restricted/partial fire ban or a total fire ban. All
previously issued fire and fireworks permits are
suspended when a fire ban is implemented.
Please monitor our website and social media for
notices related to Fire Bans.
Restricted/Partial Fire Ban
Only recreational and incinerator fires are allowed.
These must be contained, supervised and fully
extinguished upon completion.
Total Fire Ban
All fires are prohibited.
Penalties
When fires burn out of control, extra demand is
placed on staff and volunteer firefighters, creating
large costs. The County can pursue cost recovery
from individuals who light fires during a ban or who
burn without a permit.
Burning without a permit during a fire ban could
result in a minimum penalty of $500.
Burning during a fire ban could result in a minimum
penalty of $500 plus any related costs for
extinguishing the fire.

BURNING BARRELS/INCINERATORS
See design for
dimensions to
consider when
using a burning
barrel or
incinerator.

Burning Barrels
are NOT
permitted in
any of the
hamlets!
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PLANNING &
DEVELOPMENT
YARD CLEANUP & ENFORCEMENT FOR
UNSIGHTLY PROPERTIES
We would like to encourage landowners to show
regard for general maintenance and upkeep of
your properties.
Those that show neglect may be held under the
Nuisance & Unsightly Bylaw; examples are below:
Presence of nuisance or noxious weeds,
unmown grasses, overgrown bush and
vegetation, etc.
Accumulation of animal material, yard
material, ashes or building material.

PERMIT SEASON
A reminder that it takes up to 40 days for Permits to be
approved. Most building projects over 145 sq. ft. in size
require a development permit.
This may apply whether you are building an addition or
making changes to the interior or exterior of your
building. The best way to determine if your project
requires a permit is by checking with the Planning &
Development staff.

BUILDING A FENCE THIS SUMMER?
Here are the fencing regulations in residential areas
from Section 4.5 (12) of our Land Use Bylaw:
 No higher than 2 metres along the sides and back of
the property from the front line of the house
 No higher than 1 metre along the front of the
property
 No barbed/razor wire in residential areas
 Fence must be measured from the average ground
level 1 foot back from the property line

Accumulation of abandoned vehicles or
equipment.
Failure to keep property in a reasonable
state of repair, including a lack of repair or
maintenance to buildings or structures on
the property (missing/broken windows,
shingles, siding, etc.)
Nuisance and unsightly fines range from $200$10,000.

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
FCSS FUNDING
Programs supporting youth, seniors, at-risk
groups, education, quality of life and volunteers
receive funding through the Family and
Community Support Services (FCSS) funding
program. Community groups interested in
applying for FCSS funding need to apply by the
SEPTEMBER 18, 2020 deadline. Applications can
be found at our office or on our website at
https://vermilion-river.com/living_here/
community_services/fcss.html.

RECREATION FUNDING
There are a variety of grants available from the County
of Vermilion River. These include operational, project
and capital funding options for facilities, community
halls, as well as programs & events and new initiatives.
Applications can be found on our website: https://
www.vermilion-river.com/living_here/
community_services/recreation.html
APPLICATION FORMS
Community Halls
Facilities
New Initiatives
Programs & Events

DEADLINE
October 30, 2020
October 30, 2020
October 4, 2020
October 4, 2020

Priority will be given to those programs/ facilities focused
on:
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GAS UTILITY BUDGET PLAN

NATURAL
GAS UTILITY

We continue to provide our customers with the
convenient option of equalized monthly billing.
We encourage customers currently on the Budget
Plan for monthly gas bills to continue to review your
monthly gas bills for:
 Important notices regarding the Gas Utility
 Discrepancies between your estimated gas
usage and actual usage
 It is important to note that your monthly
equalized bill is an estimate based on your
prior year gas usage. If you are using
substantially more or less gas than the prior
year, your account may accumulate a debit or
credit balance. In this event, Gas Utility may
make note of this on your monthly bill.

CALL AND BOOK YOUR NATURAL GAS SERVICE
In addition to supplying natural gas for home heating, we also:
 Supply/Install Secondary Gas Lines for:
 Prime and Backup Power Generation
 Gas BBQ’s
 Shop/Barn Heaters
 Grain Bin Aeration
 Supply/Install Grain Dryer services
 Supply/Install Shop and Barn Heaters
 Supply/Install Conduit & Water Line
 Utility Plowing and Trenching
 Pipefitting
 Oilfield Fuel Supply & Gas Gathering

GRAIN DRYERS
2020 is a record year for new Natural Gas Dryer
services in the County with over 20 farms adding
natural gas dryers to their operations. With fuel
costs of $3-5cents/bushel, typically 15-25% of the
cost of propane, natural gas is the most costeffective drying option. For an estimate and
information on adding a natural gas dryer to your
farming operation, call our office.

Call us for a free quote.

EMISSIONS REDUCTION ALBERTA
A key objective in our Strategic Plan is to pursue
environmental grant funding for projects that
benefit our infrastructure, bringing carbon levy
funds levied on our customers back into the
County. In addition to the CNG Refueling Station
and Fleet Conversion, the County is pursuing
funding for several other projects through
Emissions Reduction Alberta. If successful in our
proposal, over $1 Million in funding will be
obtained for projects that increase capacity to
utilize local excess gas,
upgrade our high pressure
infrastructure and reduce
operating costs.

For customers utilizing propane due to high cost to
service with natural gas, the Province of Alberta is
currently providing a propane rebate. Information
and application form for the Propane Rebate
Program can be found at http://
www.agriculture.alberta.ca/

NATURAL GAS VEHICLE REFUELING STATION
After a successful pilot project that began with 2 and has now grown to 8 CNG trucks, the County is
proceeding with conversion of its entire light-duty fleet, and construction of a publicly accessible CNG
Refueling Station. We have obtained 50% funding for construction of the Station from Natural Resources
Canada, and are pursuing additional funding from other initiatives targeting GHG reductions including
Emissions Reduction Alberta and the Federation of Canadian Municipalities.
Since 2018, the County CNG fleet has reduced fuel costs by $80,000. Conversion of the entire County light
duty fleet to CNG, in conjunction with construction of the CNG Refueling Station, is projected to provide the
County with 15-year net savings of over $600,000 and reduce our light vehicle emissions by 25%. The public
CNG Refueling Station will allow private fleet and vehicle owners to access the benefits of CNG vehicles. Stay
tuned for details or contact us any time for information on CNG vehicle opportunities for you or your business.
8

ROADSIDE MOWING & HAYING PROGRAM

AGRICULTURE &
ENVIRONMENT

This year, CVR will be mowing all developed
roads within the County. Mowing will be
completed from July 15—August 31. Mowing
assists with weed control, enhances road
maintenance and improves
visibility and public safety.

COUNTY OF VERMILION RIVER
2020 PEST SURVEILLANCE
Bertha Armyworms: Monitoring starts the beginning of
June and runs for 6 weeks. County staff monitor 2 traps
and provide information to Alberta Agriculture’s pest
surveillance program. Producers can see live reporting
of Bertha Armyworm numbers on the Alberta Insect
Monitoring Network.
Grasshoppers: County staff survey grasshopper numbers
in August on 1 field per township (42 fields in the County).
Data collected is used for Alberta Agriculture’s pest
forecast maps.

In 2020, roadside mowing will
start in the southeast portion
of the County (Spray Area 3),
and proceed through the
northeast (Spray Area 1), and
then west (Spray Area 2).
A permit is not required to hay County
roadsides, however, all work must be
completed (hay cut, baled and bales
removed) before July 15 to allow for mowing.

Clubroot of Canola: Survey starts late August and runs
through harvest. County Pest Inspectors check 200
randomly selected canola fields in the County for
Clubroot.
Canola Disease Survey: Conducted in August/
September, in conjunction with the Clubroot survey.
Staff assess blackleg, sclerotinia and clubroot on 16 fields
within the County for Alberta Agriculture’s pest
surveillance program.
Fusarium Head Blight—Wheat: Survey conducted in
August/September. Staff collect head samples from 14
fields and submit to Alberta Agriculture’s pest
surveillance program.

ROADSIDE SPRAYING PROGRAM
CVR will be spraying weeds and brush along
road allowances starting in June 2020.
Roadside spraying will focus in Spray Area 2
(west side of County), but we will also be
selectively spraying noxious weeds and brush
throughout the County.

Fusarium Head Blight—Corn: Survey conducted in
September/October. Staff collect stem samples
collected after harvest from 5 fields and submit to
Alberta Agriculture’s pest surveillance program.
Pea Disease Survey: Conducted in July. Plant samples
from 3 fields assessed for root rot, mycosphaerella,
ascochyta, white mold and bacterial blight as part of
Alberta Agriculture’s pest surveillance.

If you want to control weeds
and brush in front of your
property rather than have
the County spray, complete
the annual No-Spray
Agreement by May 31.
Please note that CVR does not spray adjacent
to obviously maintained yard sites and
maintained tame shelterbelts where the
resident is cutting roadside vegetation.
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AGRICULTURE &
ENVIRONMENT
BEAVER CONTROL
The County of Vermilion River removes
beaver dams and traps beavers where
necessary to protect municipal
infrastructure including culverts and roads.
The County may be able to assist with
blasting beaver dams flooding private
lands but we charge a fee to cover our
costs. The County does not trap beavers to
manage flooding on private land.
Landowners can control beavers causing
damage on private land by hunting or
trapping on their own property.
For assistance with beaver control on
private lands—the following licensed
trappers are willing to help landowners with
beaver management. Please note that
there may be a charge for beaver trapping
and ratepayers are responsible for covering
these costs.
Martin Ferguson
Bill Kloekes
Glen Pashniak
Travis Higgins
Donald Beck
Shane Freeson

780-853-7101
780-808-0258
780-871-4241
639-840-3662
780-847-2680
780-573-8337

BIOBEDS: A NEW WAY OF SPRAY
The county manages the right of ways of our roadsides with
an integrated approach using a variety of methods
including mowing and spraying. Herbicides are an important
tool in managing tall vegetation, brush and invasive species.
The Agriculture and Environment Department has
implemented a system to reduce the amount of herbicide
released through rinse water by using Biobeds.

Biobeds are a safe place to dispose of diluted herbicide
rinsate and are effective at removing herbicide residue from
water.
The rinsate from our spray trucks is collected on a concrete
pad and pumped into a holding tank. The rinsate from the
holding tank is dribbled onto the first of two Biobeds. The
Biobed is a large poly tub that is filled with a ‘biomix’ of
mulch, peat, compost and gravel. The ‘biomix’ contains
microorganisms that degrade the herbicides in the rinse
water, removing the residue. The rinsate dribbles through the
first Biobed removing 90% of the residue, then pumped onto
the next Biobed removing 98% of total residue (Wolf, 2018).
The Biobeds are one of the County’s best management
practices to responsibly and effectively reduce the amount
of herbicide released into the environment. We are proud to
use the Biobeds as an innovative way to promote the proper
disposal of herbicide rinsate.

WATER MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS: BEAVER DECEIVER
This Beaver Deceiver was installed in the spring of 2020 and is one
of two beaver deceivers we have in the county. The deceiver
works by keeping the beavers out of the culvert, preventing
beaver damage and allowing water to flow through the culvert
without getting dammed up or plugged.
The cage prevents constant maintenance to unplug the culvert
and can remain in the water throughout the seasons. The
deceiver provides a long term solution that is more permanent than trapping or removing the beavers. When
beaver populations are removed different individuals will return and cause the same or worse damage.
The deceiver is a two part system, the culvert cage and the deceiver tube. The shape of the cage is
unnatural and confuses the beaver which prevents damming. In the case the beaver does dam up the cage,
a perforated tube enters the cage and is enclosed on the other end. It’s the deceiving part of the beaver
deceiver. The pipe has several holes drilled in it which allows water to continue to flow at a steady, regulated
pace avoiding flooding downstream if the cage becomes dammed. The county is excited to offer different,
effective solutions to water management.
10

WHAT TO DO WITH CROP AREAS THAT WON’T
DRY UP

KEEP IN MIND

Unprofitable areas are easy to recognize—soils are
wet in the spring, fertilizer and seed get place, but
the crop drowns over summer and equipment gets
stuck at harvest.
The County’s ALUS program may be able to provide
an alternative income from low, boggy areas that
are consistently losing money. ALUS provides land
rental payments to support improved riparian area
management, creation of pollinator and beneficial
insect habitat, and wildlife habitat and nesting
areas.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Due to the COVID-19 Coronavirus, many
events in the region have been
cancelled.
Please visit the organizers website, social
media or contact them directly to
receive their most recent event update.

ALUS and the CVR Ag Dept. will also work with area
farmers to proactively
manage clubroot on
their farms. The goal
for the program is to
provide area farmers
the opportunity to
build on their
proactive clubroot
management
program, improve
clubroot management for both their operation and
the county overall, and get some cash return on the
seeded area. For more information, visit our website
or contact Chris Elder at 780-853-7844 or Cathie
Erichsen Arychuk at 780-846-2244.

CALL or CLICK BEFORE YOU DIG!

The process is simple and quick - just call or click
BEFORE you dig! Whether you are doing backyard
work or a large construction project, anything that
requires you to dig a hole...you need to be safe and
have a One Call completed. Alberta One
Call: 1-800-242-3447
www.albertaonecall.com

COUNTY MAPPING
The County of Vermilion River GIS Unit creates and
maintains easily accessible public information
about the County. By using an interactive and easy
to use Public Web Map, the public can
access GIS information from the County.
This web map provides an assortment of
tools that will measure distance, allow
users to print PDF maps, view aerial
photos and more!
View the map here: https://arcg.is/1uK94r0

HOW DO YOU WANT TO BE CONTACTED?
A Call? Text? Email? Regular Mail?
Keep your contact information up to date with our
office—phone numbers, email addresses and
mailing addresses. This applies to your taxes, water,
and natural gas accounts as well as any important
information that should be relayed to our residents.
Let us know of any changes by contacting our
office at 780.846.2244 or office@county24.com.
Sign up for our online news here!
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HAULING GARBAGE? We’d like to remind everyone taking garbage to the
Waste Transfer sites that:
1. All bags must be securely tied/closed
2. All loose items and bags must be secured/tied down in your vehicle to
prevent debris from flying out and hitting other vehicles or becoming
litter. Fines for Litter/Dump on Roads are up to $500.
3. Please follow instructions and dispose of items in appropriate locations
at the Transfer site.

TRANSFER STATION OPERATION HOURS
Summer Hours: May 1—Sept 30 & Winter Hours: Oct 1—April 30
DEWBERRY/CLANDONALD Transfer Station (NE 11-53-5 W4)

PARADISE VALLEY Transfer Station (NW 7-47-2 W4)

Thursday
Saturday

Wednesday
Saturday

12:00 pm—4:00 pm (year round)
9:00 am—2:00 pm (year round)

KITSCOTY Transfer Station (SE 35-50-3 W4)

10:00 am—12:00 pm (year round)
9:00 am—2:00 pm (year round)

MARWAYNE Transfer Station (SE 34-52-3 W4)

Wednesday 2:00 pm - 5:00 pm (winter) 2:00-7:00 pm (summer) Wednesday
Thursday
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm (summer)
Saturday
10:00 am—4:00 pm (year round)
Saturday

2:00 pm—5:00 pm (winter)
2:00 pm - 7:00 pm (summer)
10:00 am—2:00 pm (year round)

TULLIBY LAKE Transfer Station (NW 6-55-1 W4)

PRESTON Transfer Station (SW 30-48-6 W4)

Wednesday 5:00 pm - 9:00 pm (summer)
Saturday
10:00 am—2:00 pm (year round)

Wednesday
Saturday

If you require further information contact the Vermilion River
Regional Waste Management Services Commission (VRRWMSC)
during regular office hours 780-853-5561 .

VERMILION Transfer Station (SW 5-51-6 W4)

4:00 pm - 8:00 pm (summer)
10:00 am—2:00 pm (year round)

Monday thru 9:00 am—4:45 pm (year round)
Saturday
Closed on Sunday and all Statutory Holidays

CVR COUNCIL MEMBERS
Councillor Marty Baker, Division 1
Reeve Dale Swyripa, Division 2
Deputy Reeve Stacey Hryciuk, Division 3
Councillor Lonnie Wolgien, Division 4
Councillor Jason Stelmaschuk, Division 5
Councillor Clinton Murray, Division 6
Councillor Leslie Cusack, Division 7

780-871-4344
780-205-4849
780-853-0359
780-787-4991
780-214-6857
780-871-1826
780-787-0600

div1@county24.com
div2@county24.com
div3@county24.com
div4@county24.com
div5@county24.com
div6@county24.com
div7@county24.com

KEY CVR CONTACTS
Chief Administrative Officer: Harold Northcott, CLGM
Director of Agriculture: Cathie Erichsen Arychuk, PAg
Director of Corporate Services: Viren Tailor, MBA, CPA, CMA
Director of Natural Gas Utility: Louis Genest
Director of Fire & Emergency Services: Orest Popil
Director of Planning & Development: Roger Garnett, CET
Director of Public Works: Marshall Morton
Community Development Coordinator: Jolene Fraser, BA
Enforcement Services: Roland Feist
Finance Manager: Bill Yusep, CPA, CMA
Gas Utility Systems Manager: Tim DeRoo
Human Resources Manager: Kathy Jeffrey

hnorthcott@county24.com
carychuk@county24.com
vtailor@county24.com
lgenest@county24.com
opopil@county24.com
rgarnett@county24.com
mmorton@county24.com
jfraser@county24.com
cve@county24.com
byusep@county24.com
tderoo@county24.com
kjeffrey@county24.com
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CONTACT US
4912 50 Ave Box 69
Kitscoty, AB T0B 2P0
MAIN ADMIN OFFICE
(780) 846-2244
(780) 853-5492
office@county24.com
(780) 846-2716 FAX
NATURAL GAS UTILITY
(780) 846-2222
gasut@county24.com
PUBLIC WORKS
(780) 846-3309
(780) 846-2985 FAX
publicworks@county24.com

AFTER HOURS EMERGENCY
(780) 846-2929

