UPCOMING OFFICE CLOSURES
Oct 9 Thanksgiving
Nov 13 for Remembrance Day
Dec 25-Jan1 Christmas Break

TERMS OF PAYMENT: Payable to the County of Vermilion River by bank cheque,
bank draft, or money order (payable in Canadian funds). A drop box is available at
the County office for after-hour payments (no cash please). Payments can also be
made through internet banking and telebanking at most major banks. If you have
signed onto the COUNTY Pre-Authorization Payment plan, you will not need to pay
your taxes separately.
TIPS ON READING YOUR ASSESSMENT & EFFICIENT PAYMENT OF YOUR TAXES:

Office Open Monday-Friday
8:30 am — 4:30 pm
Ph: (780) 846-2244 or
(780) 853-5492
After Hours Emergency Phone
(780) 846-2929
* For your Safety & Convenience,
Please Contact the Main Office
PRIOR to visiting our shop areas
Welcome to the Fall 2017 edition.
We would love to hear from you on
topics you would like to see. We
publish 4 times each year—March,
June, Sept, Dec (info due month
prior).
SAVE A TREE! If you are receiving
duplicate copies in addressed mail,
please let us know to adjust the mailing
addresses.
Contact Corinne McGirr,
Communications Officer
E: cmcgirr@county24.com
T: 780.846.2244

1.

FOR ONLINE PAYMENTS: Please ensure you are using the correct billing payee
and that you are paying County TAXES not County gas or water bill. Each bank is
different, but it is likely you can find us by searching for Vermilion River.

2.

FOR ONLINE PAYMENTS: Your ROLL # will be the payee account number. You
will have a different Roll # for every property you own so it is best for tracking
payments that you set up an online payee for each Roll # you may have and
make separate payments for each one.

3.

The Amount you need to pay is found in the AMOUNT DUE box, as long as you
are paying before the deadline of Oct 2.

4.

FOR MAILED PAYMENTS: The Postmark will determine date of payment for
anything that is mailed

PENALTIES: All taxes remaining unpaid after the due date of OCT 2, 2017 will have a
penalty of 12% imposed the day after the due date. A further 6% penalty will be
imposed on outstanding balances on Jan 15, 2018.
IT IS VERY IMPORTANT TO UPDATE YOUR MAILING ADDRESS
WITH OUR TAX DEPARTMENT!

Nomination Day:
September 18, 2017
Advanced Poll Day:
October 11, 2017
Election Day:
October 16, 2017
Details on how you can get involved are posted on our
website.
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GETTING THINGS DONE! KEY HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE PAST
QUARTER (JUNE - AUGUST)
 Council reviewed or approved several Bylaws this past quarter including Tax Penalty (Bylaw 17-18); Fee (Bylaw 17-













19)Recreation Area (Bylaw 17-17) They also approved reviews for policies: Pipeline Utility Right-of-way/Access/Crop
Damages; Intersection Safety - Private Land.
Council was able to meet with ratepayers, community and industry partners including G3 Canada Limited; D.
Young and K. Friemark; Kitscoty RCMP; Vermilion RCMP; B. Ostropolski; Vermilion Golf Course. Council members
attended the grand opening event for the Lakeland College Dairy Learning Centre; parades and fairs in Dewberry,
Lloydminster, Vermilion and Clandonald. Council also proclaimed Sept 10 as World Suicide Prevention Day.
Public Works held their Spring Sand Sale and the annual Gravel Sales. Summer construction projects have been
delayed due to rainy weather and long turnaround times for wetland approvals. As part of their capital plan, a
grader is being replaced, while a tractor and reclaimer were sold. A strategy for security at the shop yard will be
developed; they continue to review and compare a variety of operational processes for cost efficiencies; and tackled
a drainage issue at Deerfoot Estates .
Natural Gas Utility has implemented a pilot project of two natural gas powered vehicles and two new gas
gathering projects with Gear Energy and Husky Oil. They also are working on identifying viable plans regarding
methane emissions in light of changing regulations.
Planning & Development implemented funding program for Cemetery improvements and proclaimed Sept 24 to
Sept 30 as Development Officers’ Week. To align with new legislation, they will be revising the Offsite Levy Bylaw
and Policy this fall.
It was with great sadness that we lost
Agriculture & Environment will be completing some skunk sampling
for rabies to assist the Government of Alberta - Agriculture & Forestry
Councillor Murray King in July after his
in their research. They also are investigating policy related to Clubroot courageous battle with cancer. He will be
and have completed the sale of the Marwayne Seed Cleaning Plant.
greatly
Administration is working with the ACE Regional Waterline that is
missed and
under construction. Will be working with the local school divisions to
our
hold their elections along with our municipal election this fall. Will be
thoughts
applying for a Planner and a Finance intern for 2018 from the Municipal
continue to
Internship program.
be with his
family

COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE

Congratulations to Lakeland College
on the opening of your outstanding
new Dairy Learning Centre! What a
great opportunity for leading and
learning!
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TUESDAY

SEPT 26

TUESDAY

OCT 10

TUESDAY

OCT 24

TUESDAY

NOV 14

TUESDAY

NOV 28

TUESDAY

DEC 12

Meetings begin at
9:00 am MST.
Policy and Priority
Committee meetings for the
Fall will be Sept 19-20,
Nov 1-2, Nov 21-22
This is a tentative schedule *
Any changes to meetings are
posted on our website on the
Events Calendar.

Reminder to keep your contact info (especially phone #) updated with our office!

SERVICES WE PROVIDE:
Not only do we provide your homes
and businesses with safe and efficient
natural gas for heating, we also:
* Supply/Install Heaters
* Install Hot Water Tanks
* Install Gas BBQ’s
* Supply/Install Gas Services
* Supply/Install Shallow Water Line &
Electric Conduit
* Trenching
* Provide pipefitting services
* Supply Oilfield Gas Gathering projects

RUNNING ON CLEAN, EFFICIENT NATURAL GAS!

The Natural Gas Vehicle Pilot Project came into operation June 1 st. Stage 1 of
the Pilot Project consists of converting 2 high mileage CVR trucks to bi-fuel natural gas/gasoline and the installation of a time-fill natural gas fueling
station. If the pilot project is successful, we propose to convert 15 (or more)
trucks to natural gas. With trucks travelling between 30,000-70,000 km per
year, there is the potential for a range of fuel cost savings from $3,500 - $8,000
per truck per year and a total cost savings to the County of over $500,000 over
an 18 year period. Additionally, this would reduce our carbon emissions by
nearly 50 tonnes/year.
After the first month of the pilot project (over
12,000 km), our projections are on track with
a total fuel cost savings of $1,450 on the two
natural gas trucks.

Winter is fast approaching. If you are
considering a new gas service, please
contact us ASAP for a quote to ensure your
project can be completed before freeze-up.

ONLINE BILLING:
A secure website has been developed for customer access to online gas bills. Gas customers will
receive a letter with instructions on how to setup their online gas bill access. Customers will have
the option of receiving a paper bill only, online bill only or both.

COMMITTED TO INNOVATION

1
2
3

Meter Bypass fittings are currently being installed during annual meter change-outs. Meter bypasses will allow the Gas
Utility to carry out future meter maintenance and replacements without interrupting service to customers. Use of
specialized bypass valves rather than the typical bypass bar will save an estimated $65,000 in additional materials and
gasfitting time. Several other natural gas providers are following our lead in use of the specialized valves.
A major secondary gas source was obtained on Tap 20 in December 2016. Having two major gas sources will help
prevent outages for customers in the event of unexpected loss of gas supply. Additionally, reducing our peak demand will
help maintain low wholesale purchase prices and keep customer gas rates low. Tap 20 serves customers in the Paradise
Valley/McLaughlin, Islay, Kitscoty, Marwayne and Tulliby Lake regions of CVR. With approximately 1,500 customers and an
annual volume of 700,000 GJ, Tap 20 is the largest (by volume) Tap of any Rural Gas Utility/Co-op in Alberta.
With stricter enforcement of Methane Venting Regulations for oilfield operations, CVR has been able to provide solutions
to collect Natural Gas previously vented to atmosphere. Seven Vent Gas Taps have been established to collect excess
gas and supply it to our customers. This solution is a benefit to our oilfield customers in ensuring oil wells with excess gas
can operate within the Regulations. It also provides financial & environmental benefits to our residential/farm customers.
For each source we are purchasing Vent Gas at a reduced rate and we are cleaning up the environment by utilizing a gas
that, when vented, is over 25 times as harmful to the atmosphere as CO 2.
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SNOW PLOW FLAG PROGRAM

SNOW REMOVAL

A great way to meet the challenge of rural living in the
winter is being prepared now with the Snow Plow Flag
Program. We are offering snow plowing of residential
laneways as an optional service again this year. This
service provides plowing from the approach to the
residence for access only (does not include clearing
yards, buildings, bale storage areas, etc.)

Priorities for snow removal on County roads
(including subdivisions) are:
1. Main Roads
2. Bus Routes
3. Other Grid Roads
4. Yard Sites

The process is relatively simple – stop by the County
office, sign a Snow Plow Agreement and purchase your
flag. If your lane is longer than 500 m, narrower than 8
m wide, or does not have a turnaround for equipment,
our crew may need to come out for an inspection. If
you don’t qualify for plowing under this program, you
may still be able to have clearing done on a cost/hour
basis. CVR reserves the right to refuse yard service if it
does not meet requirements, if other problems exist,
or if the plow will exceed thirty minutes of work.
All flags are good for the 2017/2018 winter season. If
you have a PINK or BLUE flag from last year ensure it
is placed at your driveway. The grader operator will
do the initial plow of the season and pick up last
year’s flag when they are finished.
RATEPAYERS (ORANGE)
$200
SENIORS FLAGS (GREEN)
$50
SCHOOL BUS – PARENTAL CHOICE (YELLOW)
$200
SCHOOL BUS – ESSENTIAL TURNAROUND (YELLOW)
NO COST
Driveway length in excess of 500 meters
Hourly Rate as Per ARHCA rates

Hamlets
1. Snow removal within a 48-hour period
after a storm
2. Equipment will plow around vehicles parked
on the hamlet street and it will be the
owner’s responsibility for snow removal
around them.
Please be prepared for our
winter storms and have your 72
hour Emergency Preparedness
Plan in place.

CARBON LEVY
For the 2nd Quarter of 2017 (April-June), the
Carbon Levy was a total cost of $24,855 for all
CVR OPERATIONS and $3,733 on Utilities for CVR
FACILITIES.
GAS UTILITY CARBON LEVY CHARGED/REMITTED:

GJ
TOTAL SALES (GJ)

353,813

LESS EXEMPT (GJ)

242,164

TOTALS 111,649
For more information on the Carbon Levy:
www.alberta.ca/climate-carbon-pricing.aspx
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COST

$112,878

SPEEDING IN CONSTRUCTION ZONES
In construction zones, motorists must observe the posted speed. When workers are present, fines for speeding in
these areas will be doubled and demerit points will also be applied to the driver’s record if convicted. Not all areas
have signs. Motorists will need be observant and watch if workers are present. Signs are only required in high speed
situations where speeds are more than 70km/hr, so lower speed areas may not have them. You as a driver must
watch for workers present on, near or adjacent to the road.

You can still be charged if ‘Speed Fines Double’ and ‘Begins’ signs are present but no workers are visible. The signs
are posted when it is expected that workers will be present. It is very important for motorists to obey the
construction/ maintenance work area signs because workers could be on site but not visible to approaching vehicles.
Construction signs are covered or removed when workers are not present but there still may be dangers to
motorists. Continue to obey all visible warning and speed limit signs when workers are not present.

SPEED
1-15 km over
16-30 km over
31-50 km over
Over 50 km

DEMERITS
2
3
4
6

SPEEDING FINE

CONSTRUCTION ZONE
SPEEDING FINE
$78-120
$156-241
$140-239
$280-478
$253-474
$506-949
Mandatory Court Appearance. Fines at
discretion of the Court

Please visit our website or call 780-846-3309 for more information on our construction project locations.

2018 ANNUAL PERMIT RENEWALS
Annual permits are required for all vehicles registered for 22,500 kgs or more that are travelling on County roads. Exemptions are:
 Farm Equipment (other than truck/trailer/semi)
 Emergency Response Vehicles
 School Buses
 Snow & Ice Control Vehicles operating on behalf of the County
What is involved in the permitting process?
 Contact the County Office to complete the application and obtain your annual permit
 Retain a current permit in your vehicle
 Permits do not give you an exemption on Restricted Roads. Maps identifying restricted roads can be obtained at the Office.
 Road Bans must be adhered to unless otherwise exempted by permit
 There are no permit fees
Types of Permits
1. Agriculture – provided to agriculture producers as well as County residential.
REMINDER: All 2017 permits will expire
2. Commercial Agriculture – provided to carriers whose core operation provides a
on December 31, 2017.
service to the agriculture sector
3. Commercial – provided to carriers whose core operation provides a service outside Please contact Public Works at
780-846-3309 or
of the agriculture sector
publicworks@county24.com
4. Industry – provided to organization/operator who controls the movement of comBEFORE November 1, 2017 to renew your
mercial vehicles on County roads. Carriers that work for an Industry Operator
must travel on Industry permitted roads only with a carrier permit provided from permit for 2018.
the specified Industry operator.
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WETLANDS REVERSE AUCTION

CLUBROOT OF CANOLA
Clubroot of canola is a serious soil-borne disease of canola, mustard and other crops in the cabbage family. It is also a declared
pest under Alberta’s Agricultural Pest Act, which is the legislative authority for the enforcement of control measures for declared
pests in Alberta. Since the discovery of clubroot in a canola field near Edmonton in 2003 it has spread to a number of counties in
Alberta. Clubroot continues to spread and is a significant concern for Alberta producers.
The County of Vermilion River Ag Department will be testing random canola fields within the county for clubroot in the fall after
swathing. Field testing for clubroot within the County will follow Alberta Agriculture’s
Clubroot Survey protocol. If clubroot is suspected in a field, root samples will be sent
to a lab for analysis. If clubroot is confirmed in the field, the landowner will be contacted.
CVR Pest Inspectors will take appropriate precautions to prevent the spread of
clubroot. Trucks will be parked outside of the field. Inspectors will use either disposable booties, or clean and disinfect boots before and after entering each field.
Prevention of Clubroot
Use long crop rotations – grow canola not more than once every four years (i.e.
three years out of canola) to prevent establishment of clubroot.
Plant clubroot-resistant varieties on fields without the disease. However, remember that clubroot-resistant varieties only slow disease development, so they
should be used in combination with long crop rotations.
Clean soil and crop debris from field equipment before entering or leaving all
fields to restrict the movement of possibly contaminated material.
Use direct seeding and other soil conservation practices to reduce erosion.
Clubroot spores move readily with eroding soil.
Work with other land users (i.e. energy companies, crop consultants, hunters) to
ensure vehicles and equipment are clean when entering and leaving the
field.
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WETLAND ADVENTURE DAY
Thanks to everyone who joined us at our Wetlands Adventure
Day! The event attracted about 100 kids and families to Lindsay
Evans Park to do some
wetland exploration!

One of the ways the County’s commitment to
sustainability is demonstrated is by supporting
farmers and ranchers through the ALUS
program. ALUS provides technical and financial
resources that benefit both the agricultural
operation and the environment. An area that
was often too wet and difficult to manage can
be transformed into a healthy riparian corridor
that handles runoff better and outcompetes
weeds, while providing excellent habitat for
birds and wildlife. Whether it be riparian
buffers, tree planting, wetland fencing, or
pollinator habitat, ALUS can help farmers to
sustain agriculture, wildlife, and natural spaces
for all Canadians, one acre at a time. Check out
www.alus.ca or contact Chris Elder at
celder@county24.com to see if your project
idea fits with the ALUS program.

2012

2017
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
OKTOBERFEST (Islay)
MARWAYNE FALL FAIR
HARVEST FEASTIVAL
STOCKADE ROUNDUP
SAVOR
BULL RIDERS CANADA FINALS
MARWAYNE LITE UP
COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS

October 21
October 22
October 24
November 1-4
November 24
December 1-2
December 3
December

www.facebook.com/islaycurlingclub
www.marwayne.ca
www.lloydexh.com
www.lloydexh.com
www.thegoodlifeinstitute.ca
www.lloydexh.com
www.marwayne.ca
Paradise Valley

If your community is holding any upcoming events or special functions, please email
details to cmcgirr@county24.com to be included in our website and social media postings.
Follow us online for the most up-to-date info or check out the Residents/Community
Events & Happenings page on our website.
Check out our online interactive maps on our Visiting page of our website.

BEST OF LUCK!
One of our longest serving team members has
decided to retire. Larry Needham has served in the
Public Works department for 45 YEARS! During his
time as a grader operator, he has become well
known for taking great care and pride in his work.
We wish Larry all the best in his well-deserved
retirement! GOTCHA - GO!

CEMETERY IMPROVEMENT FUND
We are pleased to be able to assist the following cemeteries with operational or capital improvement
grants in 2017:
Wellsdale Public Cemetery
Landonville Cemetery
Golden Valley Holy Trinity
Oxville Community Cemetery
McLaughlin Church Cemetery
Dewberry Community Cemetery
Rusylvia Cemetery
Tring Cemetery
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FIRE PREVENTION WEEK
Watch for events being hosted by
local Fire Departments. In the
meantime, work with your family on
making your PLAN for 2 WAYS OUT!
Further resources and links available
on our website
www.vermilion-river.com
Or the Office of the Fire
Commissioner (credit to them for
the plan diagram provided here):
www.ofc.alberta.ca

INTERESTED IN BEING A
VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER?
We have 160 amazing volunteer
firefighters that respond to upwards
of 350 emergency calls a year. Calls
can be for medical assistance, motor
vehicle accidents, fires and more.
Contact your
local
department
to find out
how you can
get involved.
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REGIONAL COMMUNITY PEACE
OFFICER PROGRAM
Beginning September 1, 2017 a new Regional CPO program will
be implemented. This collaboration between CVR and the 4
Villages will provide Bylaw and Traffic Enforcement services to
the Villages. This project is funded for the first year by the
Alberta Community Partnership Grant. Following year one, the
program will be funded by all 5 municipalities. Further service
expansion to two other municipalities is being discussed for year
2. CVR will act as the managing administration for the program.
The Program will provide:


Village Bylaw enforcement such as noise, dog control,
unsightly properties etc.



Traffic enforcement including Provincial Traffic regulations
such as speeds, obeying signs, licensing, distracted driving
etc.

One additional CPO was added to the team September 1. Any
questions regarding enforcement in the Villages can be directed
to your local Village office. We look forward to working
collaboratively with all the Villages on this enhanced service.

CVR Traffic and Bylaw concerns can be directed to the Enforcement
Services Office at 780.846.2244 or via the Contact Us page of the County
Website. If no one is available to take your call please leave a detailed
message with a contact name and number and we will respond as soon
as possible to your concerns (messages without contact information will
not be responded to).
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If you are looking for up to date information on things
that are happening, just follow us on Facebook
(County of Vermilion River) or on Twitter
(@vermilionriver). Our most accessible resource
is our website, which contains information on all
our programs and services.
FEATURED PAGE: MUNICIPAL ELECTION
This page will keep you up to date on all things
related to the Municipal Election including polling
stations and results.
vermilion-river.com/council/municipal_election.html

BURN PERMITS
Are required 365 days a year. You must
have a permit in place prior to starting
any burning that is not recreational or
in an incinerator. Contact our office at
780-846-2244 or your Councillor to get
a burn permit.

CONTACT INFO
Keep your contact info up to date with our office ADDRESSES and PHONE NUMBERS! This applies to
your TAXES, WATER, AND NATURAL GAS
ACCOUNTS, AS WELL AS YOUR DOG LICENSE. Let
us know of any changes by calling our office
780-846-2244.

RESPECT ON RURAL ROADS
We are fortunate to live in a beautiful and active rural community. A few reminders as we head into a very busy
Fall season.
1. HORSERIDING - you will find many horse riders out enjoying the fall weather. It is important that
DRIVERS respect their space. The safest thing to do is STOP driving and let horses pass. Riders don’t like to
use roads because of gravel and traffic, but sometimes need to be on the road due to dangers/debris/water in
ditches , to avoid riding in crops or to get to private property where they have permission to ride. It is hard to
know if a driver is going to slow down and who is going to drive by (often spraying gravel). And even though a
horse may be reliable, they are all unpredictable and it may be it isn't the traffic that alarms them, but
something in the ditch and
they shy into traffic. If
unsure, slow down, stop
and have a chat with the
riders!

2. FARM MACHINERY
It is officially Harvest Season
and you will see an increase
in Farm Machinery on all our
rural roads. Drivers need to
be aware that farm
equipment moves very
slowly, is oversized and has
limited maneuverability.
Please slow down and give
the equipment extra space.
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TRANSFER STATION OPERATION HOURS
SUMMER HOURS IN EFFECT MAY 1 TO OCT 31; WINTER HOURS NOV 1- APRIL 30
DEWBERRY/CLANDONALD Transfer Station

PARADISE VALLEY Transfer Station

(NE 11-53-5 W4)

(NW 7-47-2 W4)

Thursday
Saturday

Wednesday
Saturday

12:00 pm—5:00 pm
10:00 am—2:00 pm

10:00 am—12:00 pm
9:00 am—2:00 pm

KITSCOTY Transfer Station

MARWAYNE Transfer Station

(SE 35-50-3 W4)

(SE 34-52-3 W4)

Wednesday 2:00 pm - 5:00 pm (winter) 2:00-7:00 pm (summer) Wednesday
Thursday
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm (summer only)
Saturday
10:00 am—4:00 pm year round
Saturday

TULLIBY LAKE Transfer Station

2:00 pm—5:00 pm (winter)
2:00 pm - 7:00 pm (summer)
10:00 am—2:00 pm

PRESTON Transfer Station
(SW 30-48-6 W4)

(NW 6-55-1 W4)
Wednesday 5:00 pm - 9:00 pm (summer only)
Saturday
10:00 am—2:00 pm

Saturday

10:00 am—2:00 pm

When the weather turns inclement, call our office at
VERMILION Transfer Station
780-853-5561 to get updates on whether or not transfer stations (SW 5-51-6 W4)
are open – automated recordings will inform you of any
Monday thru 9:00 am—4:45 pm
changes. If you require further information contact the
Saturday
Vermilion River Regional Waste Management Services
Closed on Sunday and all Statutory Holidays
Commission (VRRWMSC) during regular office hours.

CONTACT US
4912 50 Ave
Box 69 Kitscoty, AB T0B 2P0

KEY CVR CONTACTS
Chief Administrative Officer: Rhonda King, CLGM
rking@county24.com
Director of Agriculture: Cathie Erichsen Arychuk, PAg
carychuk@county24.com
Director of Corporate Services: Viren Tailor, MBA, CPA, CMA vtailor@county24.com
Director of Natural Gas Utility: Dale Swyripa
dswyripa@county24.com
Director of Fire & Emergency Services: Orest Popil
opopil@county24.com
Director of Planning & Development: Roger Garnett, CET rgarnett@county24.com
Director of Public Works: Dave McPhee
dmcphee@county24.com
Community Development Coordinator: Corinne McGirr cmcgirr@county24.com
Enforcement Services: Roland Feist
cve@county24.com
Finance Manager: Erika Schlamp, CPA
eschlamp@county24.com
Gas Utility Assistant Manager: Louis Genest
lgenest@county24.com
Human Resources Manager: Kathy Jeffrey
kjeffrey@county24.com
Industry Liaison: George Coles
gcoles@county24.com
Road Maintenance: Warren Ward
wward@county24.com
PW Operations Manager: Darrell Denis
ddenis@county24.com
Safety & Facilities Manager: Darrin Orbeck
dorbeck@county24.com
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MAIN ADMIN OFFICE
(780) 846-2244
(780) 853-5492
county24@telusplanet.net
(780) 846-2716 FAX

NATURAL GAS UTILITY
(780) 846-2222
gasut@county24.com
PUBLIC WORKS
(780) 846-3309
(780) 846-2985 FAX
publicworks@county24.com
AFTER HOURS EMERGENCY
(780) 846-2929

